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Further profesionalization of adult education at the University of Belgrade

Description:
Faculty of Philosophy in Belgrade is the oldest university in Serbia – it has been established 1808 in Belgrade. 

Department of Pedagogy and Andragogy has its roots in the first sistematic lectures about popular education and learning at the Faculty of Philosophy in 1934/35 and 1935/36.

Chair for Pedagogy as independent work unit of Faculty of Philosophy has been established in 1950. Chair worked under this name until 1962 when, it has been renamed in Department of Pedagogy.

In 1961/62 andragogy was introduce for the first time into curriculum of Group of Pedagogy. There were some common course (2 years), obligatory for all students of Pedagogy, and after that one of three majors could be chosen, whereby Theory of adult education with methodic of adult education was one of them. This second part of studies lasted also two years.

 In 1979 two separate study groups have been established within Department of Pedagogy: Study Group for Pedagogy and Study Group for Andragogy. According to these conception important characteristics of andragogic studies is emphasized interdisciplinary character. Andragogic and pedagogic disciplines dominate in curriculum but there are a certain number of psychological and sociological disciplines. In the same year first generation of students entered the program for gaining the academic degree Bachelor of Arts in Andragogy (Dipl. adult educator).
Through this curriculum it was and still is possible to prepare adult educators to work in different areas of education and culture, in institutions for adult education, institutions for re-education and re-socialization, mass-media, different centers for adult education, etc. Orientation towards general, wider profile is the result of contemporary trends in sciences and demand for mobility of this kind of experts in changing system of economy, education and culture. 

Very important changes of the basic study had been made in 1978: curriculum was reorganized and structured in three groups – general subjects, general andragogic subjects, and specific andragogic subjects. In 1990, 1993 and 1997 some new subjects were introduced, and 2004 further subjects according to the recommendations of the Bologna declaration.
The possibility for postgraduate studies in Andragogy exists at the Faculty of Philosophy since 1956. At the beginning of 1960´s postgraduate studies have been introduced at the Department of Pedagogy. One of the courses was Course for Adult education (Adult education Major).     

Radical changes of postgraduate studies took place in 1988. Since that time there are 10 areas of Andragogy within which master studies could be organized. After exam in master thesis students gain the first academic level - Master of Art in Andragogy (Magister in adult education). After M.A. studies there is a possibility to get PhD degree (Doctorate) in the area of adult education. Until now, 12 experts gained the PhD degree.
Contemporary profile of the Department of Andragogy
The study of andragogy is just being transformed according to Bologna declaration. Due  to the very slow changes in the development of National Qualification Framework, it was not possible to have basic study which lasts three years, so the four-year model of the basic study was adopted for all the Department of the Faculty of Philosophy + 1 year for the Master study + 3 years for doctoral studies.

The most important changes have been made in the curriculum of basic studies. The subjects were previously theoretical-scientific and lasted for two semesters, now they last one semester and they are not just theoretically, but also competencies and skills based. 

Master studies last one year and they don’t tend to (as it was the case) guide students just to scientific researches, but also to enable them for further professional development and for postgraduate studies.

Doctoral studies used to be a kind of independent work of student, with support of tutor, but now it turns to three year study with clear structure and procedures.

At the moment the new curriculum for basic studies is being implemented, and new master and doctorate program will start next year. 

The structure of new curriculum looks as follows:

Basic studies
I semester:

· General andragogy

· General pedagogy

· General psychology

· Basics of sociology

· Foreign language

· Optional course from the field of philosophy
II semester:

· Adult Education History

· Life span development psychology
· Psychology of personality
· Foreign language
· Optional course from the field of cultural heritage 
III semester: 

· Research strategies in adult education

· Learning Psychology
· Social Psychology
· Sociology of education
· Statistics
· Foreign language
· Optional course from the field of ethnology and anthropol0gy 
IV semester:

· Adult Education and Work

· Andragogical didactics
· Methodology of adult education researches
· Adult Learning
· Foreign language
· Optional course from the field of ethnology and anthropology 
V semester:

· Economics of education
· Organisation of work in educational institutions
· Adult Education Planning
· Vocational adult education
· Optional course from the field of psychology
· Optional course from the field of sociology
VI semester:

· Leasure Andragogy

· Adult Education Management
· Human Resources Development
· Social Andragogy
VII semester:

· Andragogy of Media and Communication

· Comparative Andragogy

· Basic Adult Edication

· Family Life Education

VIII semester:

· Practical training

· One of the optional modules:
1. Adult Learning and Personal Development
2. Historical and international dimensions of adult education 

3. Organisation and management in education

4. Adult Learning and Teaching 

5. Professional development of adults

6. Socialisation and adult education

7. Leisure, media and adult education 

· Final diploma paper

Master studies
I semester:

· Methodology of educational researches

· Foreign language
· First and second core course in one of the optional modules:

1. Human resources development
· Educational planning – methods and techniques

· Human resources development 

2. Historical and comparative dimensions of adult education
· Methodology of historical and comparative reserches

· Development of modern adult education

3. Managing and leadership in education
· Organizational theories in adult education

· Strategies and models of educational management

4. Programm design and learning strategies
· Adult learning theories

· Programm design in adult education
5. Vocational adult education
· Vocational training in adult education

· Labour market and adult education

6. Social policy and adult education
- Methods and techniques of social-educational work

- Social policy and adult education

7. Leasure, communication and adult education
· Communication, media and adult education

· Leasure and adult education

II semester:

· Optional course in the chosen module

· Continuation of the second core course in the chosen module

· Final paper – MA thesis

Doctoral studies
I semester

· Theories in Adult Learning and Education
· Methodology of Social Science researches

· Optional course (one of topic related courses at the Department for Andragogy)
II semester

· Lifelong learning  and education – policy, strategies and systems 

· Contemporary trends in andragogical researches
· Optional course (topic related course at one the departments of the Faculty of Philosophy
III semester

· Research proposal
· Optional course (topic related course at one of the faculties of Belgrade university)

IV, V and V semester:

· Doctoral dissertation

Employees at the Department for Andragogy: 31 teachers and assistants work at the Department of Pedagogy and Andragogy out of which 19 are at the Group for Pedagogy and 12 at the group of Andragogy.
Institute for Pedagogy and Andragogy

Institute for Pedagogy and Andragogy is scientific unit within Faculty of Philosophy, structurally and functionally connected to the Department for Andragogy and Department for Pedagogy. Institute is established in 1983. Its work is characterized by following:

· Scientific researches in different areas of pedagogy and andragogy

· Theoretical, fundamental, comparative and historical researches

· Number of different projects and applied researches

· Connecting of teaching and scientific work

· Publishing (beside number of books and monographs Institute is publishing the journal Andragogical studies)

· Strengthening national, regional and international cooperation

